
From healthcare for fishermen to food for families and life-changing opportunities for kids, we’ve been making
life better on Maine’s islands and along the Downeast coast since 1905. 
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Two Simple Gifts at the Heart of
Maine Seacoast Mission's Work

At Chris tmas , wri tes  Miss ion Pres ident Sco�
Plan�ng, I  take down from the shel f a  precious
book that I  purchased in Farmington, Maine,
December 1, 1975, my fi rs t Chris tmas  in the pari s h
in Western Maine I  served for 35 years .  The book
is  a  col lec�on of medita�ons  ca l led The Mood of
Christmas by Howard Thurman.  Here i s  an excerpt
from “The Gi/ of Grace” at the heart of the work
of the Maine Seacoast Miss ion.

Read More

Celebrating 6th Anniversary of the
Mission's Downeast Table of Plenty

At our Downeast Table of Plenty,  a l l  a re welcome
to come together and share a  sa�s fying, home-
cooked meal  every Sunday a fternoon.

Downeast Campus  Di rector Wendy Harrington
sends  news  that, "Sunday, December 4th, the
D o w n e a s t Table of Plenty’s  6th anniversary,
celebrated the Table of Plenty and the wonderful
people who make i t so specia l .

"We celebrated the people who cook the meals ,
those who set up and clean up, the loya l  patrons
who come every week, the mus icians  who s hare
thei r gi fts  each week," sa id Wendy Harrington.

Learn More

Elves Workshop Open to Families
Through December 17th

Each year, through Chris tmas  events  and
programs, Maine Seacoast Miss ion dis tributes
about 10,000 hol iday gi/s  to more than 3,200
chi ldren, fami l ies , nurs ing home res idents , and
prisoners .

At the Elves’ Workshop in the Weald Bethel
Community Center, a t our Downeast Campus  in
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Cherryfield, ME, people can choose gi/s  to give
thei r fami l ies .

Yes , the Elves Workshop i s  open, going ful l  s peed
through December 17th. How you can help the
Elves  Workshop? Download the 2016 Christmas
Wish List & Contact Info (PDF).

Learn More

Next Coffee's On for MDI Seniors
Tuesday, December 20th

November through Apri l , the Miss ion hosts  the
Senior Coffee House at the Colket Center on the
firs t and thi rd Tuesdays  of every month, 9:30 -
11:30 a .m.

Mount Desert Is land seniors  are cordia l ly invi ted
to join us  for refreshments  and convers a�on,
Tuesday, December 20th, a t the Colket Center, 127
West Street, Bar Harbor.

Enjoy a  morning in a  lovely seEng with mus ic by
Ruth Grierson. This  next Coffee's On  i s  hos ted by
Birch Bay Reti rement Vi l lage. Bring a  friend. Enjoy
coffee, tea , snacks . Catch up with old friends  and
make new friends .

Is land Connec�ons  i s  ava i lable to arrange
transporta�on for seniors . Please ca l l  Doreen
Wi l lett a t 288-4457.

Learn More

Mission President Scott Planting:
Maine Island Kids Want to Come Back

Miss ion Pres ident Sco� Plan�ng was  interviewed
o n Educa�on Ta lk Radio  November 15, 2016 by
host Larry Jacobs . The topic: Bench-Marking Success
in the Educa%on Opportunity Gap as  i t relates  to the
Miss ion's  communi�es  among Maine unbridged
is lands  and Downeast coasta l  communities . 

Host Larry Jacobs  asked Sco� Plan�ng, Do mos t
kids  who leave i s lands  to a�end col lege then
stay on the mainland? This  podcast, in part, i s
Pres ident Plan�ng's  answer to Larry Jacobs 's
question.

Listen Here

EdGE Family Engagement Program &
Services Card & Trail Map Available

Fi/y-five Pre K-12 chi ldren, thei r parents  and
grandparents , took part in the Miss ion’s  EdGE
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Family Engagement Program Reading Event, Bingo
for Books , on Monday, November 21s t, a t
Mi lbridge, ME Elementary School . 

Fami ly Engagement Program Coordinator Kim
Summers , and Miss ion Downeast Campus
Director Wendy Harrington, had an idea  for a
pa lm card l i s�ng opportuni�es  and choices
ava i lable to fami l ies  wi thin the Family
Engagement Program.

That pa lm card i s  ava i lable here and on our web
s i te as  a  downloadable PDF file, ready for
prin�ng. It a l so includes  a  map of the Weald
Bethel  Tra i l  Sys tem.

Learn More
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