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  2006 Annual Meeting
The 101st Maine Sea Coast Mission  Annual Meeting was held on July 20, 2006, on the Mis-
sion’s back lawn overlooking beautiful Frenchman’s Bay.  Lee Judd, Treasurer, reported on the 
financial status of the Mission and thanked his predecessor, Phil Lape, for the fine job he had 
done as Treasurer for many years.  He reported that the Finance Committee, comprised of  Phil 
Lape, Henry Schmelzer, Alan Baker, Joe Murphy and Tim Schieffelin, are aware of its responsi-
bility to be excellent stewards of the funds entrusted to the Mission.  He said, “The Mission is in 
excellent financial shape and we will work to make sure it stays that way.”  

Leading the Maine Sea Coast Mission for the next year are: Jill M. Goldthwait, President; H. Lee 
Judd, Vice President and Treasurer; and Chadbourn H. Smith, Secretary/Clerk.  Re-elected to a third three-year term 
are:  Charles  Alexander, Philip Lape, Henry Schmelzer and Ansley Throckmorton .  New board members, Nancy K. Ho, 
Gavin H. Watson, Jr., and Howsie Stewart, were also elected.  Outgoing President, Frederick Hutchinson, was praised by 
Gary DeLong, Executive Director, as representing the Mission “with class and the wisdom born of experience for which 
we will always be grateful.” 

Presentation of Hooked Rugs to the Islesford Museum
Gary DeLong reported that the hooked rug enterprise of the Maine Sea Coast Mis-
sion thrived in the 1920’s and 30’s among island and coastal women.  It was started by 
one of the Mission’s more illustrious teacher/missionary women,  Alice M. Peasley. 
Summer residents were faithful supporters, furnishing the rug hookers with wool and 
burlap and arranging for the finished products to be sold by Wannamaker’s of  Phila-
delphia and New York.  The rug business thrived until World War II.  

In 2006, a rug inventory was discovered by Marianne Barnicle, volunteer Mission 
archivist, in a record book of 1970.  The title page reads, “A Record of Whence Came 
Items to the Mission Museum.”  Among the rugs listed were “Horses, Chickens”, 
which referred to their individual designs. Those two rugs had this note: “On loan from Islesford Museum.”  Sheridan 
Steele, Superintendent of Acadia National Park, and John McDade, Museum Technician for the Islesford Museum, ac-
cepted the return of these rugs on behalf of the Museum, which is operated by Acadia National Park.

Unveiling of Transom Window and Naming of Mission House
President Jill Goldthwait thanked Ruth and Tris Colket for donating the Mission House 
which is the “hub and heart of the Mission” to the Maine Sea Coast Mission in 1973.   
She also thanked them for their recent generous capital campaign gift of endowed funds 
to maintain the facility.  The new transom, above the glass door leading out to the ter-
race, bears the inscription “Maine Sea Coast Mission · Colket Center” etched in glass. It 
features the  Sunbeam IV riding on a billowing wave with a lighthouse in the background.

Mrs. Colket said, “We are grateful for making this possible and are pleased that it is being 
used for something so substantial.”  Mr. Colket observed, “My parents would have been 
so proud to have the Mission in their house.” 

Board President Jill Goldthwait and  
Archivist Marianne Barnicle hold up 

“Chickens” and “Horses”.
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Lee Judd, Treasurer, reports 
on the financial condition at 

the Maine Sea Coast Mission.
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E-mail Addresses Needed!
We would like to keep all of our friends and supporters up to date on happenings at the Maine Sea Coast Mission.  

The least expensive way to do this is through e-mail.  If you have an e-mail address, please send it to us via e-mail at 
sclemens@seacoastmission.org. 

Sea Coast Mission Scholars Reception
The Maine Sea Coast Mission awarded 72 scholarships this year to students from island 
and coastal communities in Downeast Maine.  Scholarships are awarded on financial 
need and academic promise.  The scholarships are available for all four years of col-
lege.  A scholarship reception for Sea Coast Mission Scholars was held on July 21 at 
the Colket Center to honor the recipients and to provide them the opportunity to discuss 
their concerns about college. Over 100 people attended, which included both scholarship 
recipients and their parents. 

Wells Fargo Helps Improve Housing in Washington County
Wells Fargo Housing Foundation donated $5,000 to purchase materials and tools for 
the Maine Sea Coast Mission’s Community Summer Housing Program.  This program,  
which  has hosted seven church groups with over 110 volunteers from around the 
country this summer, provides housing repairs for low-income families in Washington 
County.  Laura Heistand, from Wells Fargo in midcoast Maine,  recently presented the 
$5,000 check to Gary A. DeLong, Executive Director, aboard the Sunbeam V.

The Mission Newsflash will be sent periodically as noteworthy events occur.
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