PHETOS COURTESY OF MAINE SE4 CDAST MISSION

Sigma Kappa representatives celebrate the group's 100-year parmership with the Maine Sea Coast Mission.

Mission lauds sorority’s century of help

BAR HARBOR — The Maine
Sca Coast. Mission celcbrated ils
100-year partnership with Sigma

Kappa represeniaiives
Tuncheon on the
‘lurﬁrcam

ened 1o the hstory o g Kap-
pa's partnership with the Maine Sea
Coast Mission; and were presented
with 1 book which contained
copyof the mision higtorical ra-
terial relate ren
T \\-w\- wpresentatives
from Sigena Kappa atended the
clebraiion, including Becky Visa-
ant, foundation president; Laura
Owsley, national sorority president;
Susan Polizzotto, foundation sec-
retary; Noney Nelion, foundation
treasurer; Mary B und

trusic; A O Connell foun
dasion irussee: Judly Rostad, V\mw
dation wm, Imu- tage,
Sigma_Kap) e director;

o iy Seianick, g Kappa
foundation executive direcior.

Also in attendance were repre-
sentatives from five undergraduate
and five lumnac chapters that wan
Sigma Koppas natiomwide “gift
card competition.” This competi-
tion was held earlier this year in

P

ship. Sigma Kappa was avare that
the mission’s Christmas program
s having s diffcul e putcis-
ing gifts for teenagers due o,
prelrcaces in clethang, music and
wooks. Sigma Kappa chapters were
challenged Lo collect gift <ards for
wenagers. Sigma Kappa chapters
collected maore than $7,800 in gift
cards for the mission's Christma
program.

Kappa wis insirumen-
Lol i the crestion of the rissons

staif and volunteers.

The partnersbip bogan
when Myrtice D, Cheney,
Kappa \\plu Chapter Mumn.\
heard Maine Sea Coast M
founder, Rev. Alexander Magﬂun-
ald, speak at the Woodfords Con-
arcgational Churdh in Porland.
She' was touched by the :
of yomen and dildren Tving on
Maine's islan s the Maine
Sea Coust MM-
and supported the mission for
more than 30 years, Ms. Cheney
also served as the first chairman

Sea Cots Mision's board of diree
tors, and the mission’s first. secre-
tary of higher education for islands
and coasial Mai

Tn 1911 the Portland, Maine
Sigma Kappa AlumnaeChapter
dressed cight dolls for Christmas
it and sent them 10 the Maine
Sea Con give w lintle
oo am e cons ]husm.mhl dolls
were the beginning of the Maine
Sea Coast Mission's Christmas
asit was called in the
1930, the Department of Christ-
mas Cheer.

Today, 100 years after those first
eight dolls were donaied, Sigma
Kippa chapurs scros the country

fund-raisers and send boses
filled wuh clothing, toys, book:
and many other gifis for

d-mand:\dcrhh wingin Downeast
Maine and in Maine's islind com-
munities. The mission’s w 1

mas program provides m
16000 gifs to abmost 3000 kE
dren and elderly this year, thanks in
a large part to Sigma Kappa dona-

ns.
In 1918, Sigma Kappa's grand

councl voted o give 3 echolar

ship o S100 for s i ling on the

Siven by the Maine
Sion and was the beginning of the
Mission's scholarship peogram. To-

Signia Kappa sororities collected gif cards for teenagers in
support of the Maine Sea Coast Mission's Christmas program.

Gay, the mission has continued this
tradition and in 2011, awarded 113
college schalarships to studemts in
Downeast Maine and on Maine's

app wted
pay $1.200 for the salary of a Maine:
Sea Con n islnd worker.
Their donations continued cach
year :md in 1924, Sigma Kapra
oted to give $2,300 to Maine Sca
me Mlssmn ru. twa workers, Tl

eopls, ught day schod, cared
for the Sunday school, conducted
the church services when neceseary,
ic. In 1931, Sigma
he most important
part of our National Philanthropy,
of course, is our annual pledge ©

The Micion which underarars the

salarics of our representalives. This
ntinucd until the 19605

were na more acti
Sigma Kappa chapters in Mainc.,
Sigma Kappa vored in 1920 to
adopt the ine Sea Coast Mis-
sion as its national philanthropy
to honor the five Maine girls from
College who foun,
Kappa Sorori imma Kappa is
linked with the missian in so many
vars i o e was neritable
thebond ot srenghend year

The Maine Sea Coast Mision
conlinues to receive sirong sup-
gma Kappa though
donations and Chrisi-
mas gifts. The mission i decply
gratciul for Sigma Kappa's hun-
red years of support, a mission
spokesman said,




