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Take a Stroll Along the Board Walk :
Middle school students; teachers and principal at D:-W. Merritt.School in Addison are working on an anti-
bullying program. Studies show.that if trust, respect and confidence can be built between and among the
students there is a much greater opportunity to curb bullying. Charlie Harrington with the largely privately
funded after-school EdGE program has visited the school on several occasions to help with team building.
Here, Josh Hachey walks on “the ladder" in a situation where trust in his fellow students'is.amust.”




EdGE Program
Receives $450K
Challenge Grant

$5 Million Endowment
Sought to Support

After-School Programs
in Western County

Gary Delong, executive
director of the Maine Sea Coast

Mission, recently announced |

that a_$450,000 challenge grant
has been made to its capital
campaign to support the EdGE
endowment. -

DeLong said that an' ad-
equately funded endowment is
critical to sustaining the EdGE,
.theaward-winning, after-school,
in-school and summer program
for children in grades 4-8 in six
communities in coastal Wash-
ington County, where thereis no
YMCA or YWCA or Boys and
Girls Clubito provide enrichment
activities'for children.

Piease Turn 10 Pace 14

‘EdGE Program Receives
$450K: Challenge Grant; $5M
Endowment Sought (from page 1)

The’goal ‘of the Maine Sea
Coast 'Mission's-'centennial
capital ‘campaign, which was
launched July 11; 2005, is'$12
million. Alriost $10:5-million
has been ‘raised to date! Qf'fh’e
$12 million, an EdGE endow-
mentof $5 million will bel cre-
ated' ta support'the'EdGE."An
anonymous donor has commit-
ted to'match all new'donations

“for the' EdGE endowment up

to 'a’total 'of $450,000; Almost
$200,000 hasalreadybeen. ralsed
againsc this march. )

“We'tare pléased ‘to ha-ve :

received this generous challenge
which reflects confidenceiiniche
leadership' of the program ‘and
inirsimportance to thechildren
inDowneastcommunities,” De-
Long said in a press release.
“We encourageianyone who
is interested in helping children
achieve their full portential in

the sixth poorest county in
the United States to. consider-

making a giﬁ_to the EAGE en-

dowment. This is an especially

good time to make such a giﬁ:

astivwill effeccively be doubled

. through the generosity of this

anonymous'donorn™

The EdGE was named the
mostourstanding ‘after=school
program in'Maine outof37 pro-

grams receivinganystate funding

by theMaineAfterschool Alliance
in: October12006. Chatlie Har-
rington; director! of the!EdGE,
was one ofthree people invited by
the Afterschool Alliance to speak
Eebruary 1 lata'rural afrer-school
congressionalbriefingheldarthe
White House:

- Theotherspeakerswere Mark

Shriver, vice' presidentifors.S.

programsiof:Save cthe Children,

vand' Jim “Cunningham, super-

intendent of: Danville_Public
Schools in Arkansas.

DeLong said, “The EAGE

hasibecome ra: national ‘leader

in: rural“after-schoal programs.
Leadersin'Washingronand else-

‘where dreilooking to the EdGE

for ‘answersion' how: children
in‘poor rural»-gommunities can
overcome multiple,"barri‘ers to
success:



