Maine Sea Coast Mission Holiday Open
House raises funds for Christmas program
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Holiday spending is on the minds
of many Mainers this time of year,
tut the staff and voluateers at the
Mains Sea Coast Mission in Bar
Harbor have been thinking all year
long zbout making Christmas
spacial for Maine familiss in need.
Throuzh its annual Cheistmas
Program, the Mission racsives and
wraps approximately 16,000 gifts
that ara dalivarad to individusls and
families in need in Down East
Maine and on coastal islands. On
Friday, Dec. 2, the Mission will
host its annual Holiday Open
House from 5:30 to 7:30 pam. to
raise fonds to support this year's
sfforts.

‘The Holiday Open Houss will taks
place 2t the Maine Sea Coast
Mission Colket Center at 127 West
St. in Bar Harbor and will faaturs 2 wraath and
centerpiece silent avction, fastive music by Jessie
Holladay, plenty of hoss & osuvres 2nd
beverages, and tours of the dacorated Colket
Center. The event is open to the public and 2
<onation to the Christmas Program is
encovraged in lis of an admission fee.

‘The Holiday Open House is 2 time for our
commenity to coms togsther, support our
neighbors in nesd and calebrate the beanty of the
Toliday season,” said Mary Anne Griffith,
<hairwoman of the volunteer Holiday Open.

vemwore.  House Committes. “The Christmas Program
touches so many families along the Maine Coast
and brightens their holiday season. W can sach help expand the reach of this prozram
by Gonating to the Christmas Program in any amouat — lasg or small,

Guasts at tha Hotidsy Open Houss will havs 2 chancs to sse soms of ths wrappsd sifts
that will surely brinz hope 208 joy to thoss in need this holiday ssasen. Within sach
package, wrapped with the Mission’s signature white paper and red string, are ifems
that will help mest the nasds of individuals — nesds that may not otherwise be met
Gifts range from toys to warm clothes for children and personal cars items to books
and calendars fos lderly.

*“Tha prassnts provided throveh tha Mission’s Christmas Program are il new with
theis original tags 2nd packaging. We also make every effort to select gifts that match
sach person’s identifisd intarasts,” said Heather Candon, coordinator of the Christmas
Prozram. “Many people, who are now adslts 2nd supporters of the Mission, have
written to tell us how important the presents they received as children were.”

For i sbout the Holiday Open House or ways to support the Maine
S2a Coast Mission’s Christmas Program, call Sarah Clemens at 288-5087




